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Two years 

ago we saw 

this story, ñ12-year-old Ballard 

resident pleas to save Historic In-

dex building.ò  by Thom Boullioun 

          Originally written by Steve Shay of the Bal-

lard Tribune on May 27, 2009.  He wrote:  Twelve year-

old Waylon Robert, a sixth-grader at St. Alphonsus 

School in Ballard, nominated the Bush House in Index, 

Washington, to be on the list of the 2009 Most Endan-

gered Historic Properties.  ñI think the Bush House 

should be saved because itôs like (the movie) óNight at 

the Museumô 

          Constructed in 1898, the Bush House was initially 

managed by Clarence Bush and his wife who operated 

the property as a hotel serving railway passengers ven-

turing over Stevens Pass.   

          The structureôs shingle roof is rotting and could be 

subject to collapse given the heavy snowfall that com-

monly occurs in the area.  Although the property has 

been for sale for a few years, and several offers have 
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You all remember the Index Eagle? Well, a lot of people 

want to see a publication like that one again, it is fondly 

referred to and often quoted.  People like a publication 

that they can pick up and hold on to and read.  After 

all, not every one is using the internet to get the news.  
Well, that paper is gone but several folks have decided to óreviveô it 

with a new  print publication.  This is the premiere issue of what we 

hope to be a long running tradition in the town. Whatôs new? With 

the new óprintô version you will be able to pick it up at local places 

and it will also be available online, courtesy of Ed Boress.  We 

might even be able to add what I call Web Extras: features that 

have embedded links to other sites. This feature will only be avail-

able online.  You will be able to print out a copy for yourself too.   

Sharing it with others is a good idea and its also neighborly ð and 

besides its fun! By handing it out or taking it to your favorite hang-

out i.e., the water cooler, the nearest coffee shops, general stores, 

gas stations, restaurants and pinning it to community kiosks. Distri-

bution cost is nil. Striving for quality, not quantity The Index Wall 

staff envisions a source of pro-active information for people that 

live here and its informative for those new and not quite familiar 

with the area. By printing out a órealô copy that you can pick up and 

hold.  This will give the folks that live here an opportunity to show 

you what they know in their own way. Those of us that do live here 

can see our friends efforts being displayed here. With all stories, 

articles, poems, artwork  i.e., all content and materials and ads to be 

taken directly from local talent living in the area. 

December 2011 

Small group to start up new publication with several new 

features. By Thom Boullioun      



To send content:  such as pictures, story  ideas or column ideas like tech ad-

vice , stories on hiking, biking climbing or ads, poems, etc.  Please send 

original material/photos by you to us by the 1st of the month to be included in 

the next months issue.  Call Thom at 360-793-7581 or send them to us at:  

theindexwall@gmail.com 

Welcome to the premier issue of the Index Wall.  We hope you 

like it and will support it.  We need your ideas and suggestions,  

This is all brand new with a lot of support and enthusiasm from 

community members of the town of Index and the surrounding 

areas.  We hope that you like this modest effort to get the news 

out to you.     

     My friends here at The Index Wall want you to tell us what 

you would like to see here.   

     I can be reached via email or I will be at my property trying 

my best, otherwise you can find me visiting and talking every-

body's ear off at the Espresso Chalet on Hwy 2 or the Wild Sky 

River house in Index.  

             With the premiere issue we have Bob Hubbard (page 3) 

returning as a óguestô columnist providing us with his great hik-

ing stories about the area.  His story is all new and written espe-

cially for this monthôs issue.  Bob Hubbardôs stories can also be 

found at the townôs website: IndexWA.org as well as an occa-

sional  ówrite-inô to other newspapers in the area.  Leigh 

Christianson (page 4) has provided us with the latest good stuff 

and has revived her column   ñAll About Town.ò  Read her col-

umn, it is chock full of information on the area. Kem Hunter 

(page 2) is offering to provide us with columns.  You can see 

them here and in future issues.  I will be doing stories from the 

Mt Index Riversites community (The South Fork) from time to 

time.  Sabrina Grafton (page 5) will be keeping us up-to-date on 

the Fire Stationsô activities.  Emily Rooney and Colin Reed are 

new to the area.  Emily has a wonderful article on mushrooms 

(page  7) and Colin has recipe ideas of his own (on page 8).  

Colin will also be doing a column along the lines of The Secret 

Diner.  Colin Reed lives in the area and we appreciate his contri-

butions.  

   

               Thom Boullioun       
                              From the South Fork     

TheIndexWall@gmail.com 

 
by T.A. ŅThomņ Boullioun 

©  All logos and trademarks are property of their respective owner.  The 
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is ócopyright reserved for The Index Wall. 
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WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE 
INDEX WALL!   We welcome submissions, 
letters and suggestions.  The deadline for 
written work is the first day of the month, 
every month. Submitted items will be pub-
lished on a space available basis, although 
submissions may be retained for publication 
the following month.  Please include a name 
and contact information with your writing, 
anonymous work will not be published.  Our 
goal for this publication is to provide current 
news about the Index community.  We hope 
to publish notes from the various groups and 
meetings that occur in Town, so if you regu-
larly attend a meeting and would be willing to 
provide notes please contact us at  
theindexwall@gmail.com or simply submit 
your notes by the first of the month.  All sub-
m i s s i o n s  m a y  b e  p o s t e d 
to: theindexwall@gmail.com. 
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I  was down  at the River house a few weeks 

back, talking with Sandy Gordon about the 

good time Iôd had on a school field trip I had 

just come back from.  Sandy suggested I 

write about the tripï for the new Paper that 

she was starting up in town.  She struck a 

nerve:  Iôd been toying a little bit lately with 

the idea of writing again, but didnôt know if I 

had the energy and discipline to write a 

monthly column.  An occasional story, 

though, could be fun so I said, why not?  

Chances are lots of readers remember field 

trips of their own,  while other might wonder 

about what goes on during one.   

This trip was for Dr. David Stokesô Ecology 

class, to immerse them in forest ecology for 

the day.  They were up from the Bothell cam-

pus of the University of Washington, and had 

a 6-hour window to visit local examples of 

natural and industrial forests.  My role was to 

plan the itinerary so that we could cover eve-

rything from young conifer plantations to old

-growth forests.  I also did some of the lectur-

ing to the class because Dr. Stokes knows 

that I have a pretty good background in Ecol-

ogy and Forestry matters.   

Field trips can be challenging to plan for.  

With only a school bus or a van or two you 

can go nearly anywhere in the forest and find 

parking close to where you need it, but this 

was a group of 48 students, the professor, and 

me, in 22 cars.  I took the group to 2 sites on 

Heybrook Ridge and 2 sites up the Miller 

river valley.  We drove as a convoy from site 

to site, drawing stares wherever we went.  

We parked in the roadside pullouts like an 

invading fleet and streamed like ants out into 

the roadside forests, up to places where the 

50 of us could gather as a group and talk.   

Ultimately, it was Dr. Stokes in control, he 

knows the time constraints, and what subjects 

and features he wanted to cover, but he 

would often let me start out the talks, point-

ing out obvious features of the stand oat 

hand, and talking about their significance in 

the local ecology. Then Dr. Stokes would add 

a thing or two, or ten, and weôd entertain 

questions and move on.  We tackled subjects 

from soil biology to invasive plants, from 

features that distinguish old growth to log-

jams as creators and maintainers of salmon 

through the brush to a big, bushy-topped West-

ern Redcedar tree.  We didnôt have a tape to 

scientifically measure it with so we made a 

living chain instead and found that it took 14 of 

us, holding hands, to completely encircle the 

trunk.  

Now, thatôs a tree.   

Iôd have to call the day a success:  we got to all 

the places we wanted to, covered all the sub-

jects we set out to, and even kept to our sched-

ule.  The biggest problem that cropped up con-

cerned the scarcity of flush toilets in forested 

ecosystems, and we responded to that challenge 

by swinging into Index town for a biffy stop in 

the park.  I think everybody in town saw us and 

wondered what was going on, since we were 

obviously a herd, and not a random crowd of 

tourists.  (Think about the differences and 

youôre already thinking like an ecologist).  

Later, after the class had gone home, I wan-

dered over to the Riverhouse and got to talking 

with Sandy and, well, here we are. 

 .  Editors note:  I want to thank Bob Hubbard 

for writing this story for our premiere issue.  It 

is all new.  Thanks , Bob.    

habitat, from wildfire cycles to plant succes-

sion.  He allowed me time to go into some 

detail about soil biology and nutrient recy-

cling, and about spotted own ecology and 

how the owlôs pretty base was closely tied to 

old growth features such as diseased trees, 

downed logs and snags.  A list of the things 

we talked about would read like the index of 

an ecology textbook.  Duh. 

Not all of the lessons were cerebral in nature, 

some used other senses.  I had students com-

paring the structural development of the soil 

and litter layers in young industrial forests 

and old-growth by walking around and pay-

ing attention to how deep their footsteps sink.  

Some things were subtle and added to the 

experience subliminally, such as the deli-

ciously tangy smell wafting intermittently 

through the air in the old-growth; a smell 

caused by last yearôs broken silver fir boughs 

as they went through their red slash phase of 

decomposition on the forest floor.   

And, when you are standing in a cathedral-

like grove of old-growth, among the bases of 

giant trees reaching 25 stories or more into 

the sky, you kind of feel small, even though 

there is no scientific gauge to measure insig-

nificance.   

I think the groupôs collective eyebrow-meter 

bounced the highest when we went out 

 ñEco Tripò   
               by Bob Hubbard © 2011, All Rights Reserved 
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Photo by Jonelle Kemmerling 

 

Above are Etta Hunter, Yvonne Lawson, 

Judy Davis and Jonelle Kemmerling 

who visited the beautiful new Tulalip 

Tribes Hibulb Cultural Center on No-

vember 15, 2011.  Friends of Heybrook 

Ridge has submitted a funding grant 

proposal for the River Woman Totem 

Pole to the Tulalip Tribes Charitable 

Fund.  

 Friends of Heybrook Ridgeôs Field Trip 


